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Principal Corner 
 
Spring is in the air and that means hectic 
schedules for families and schools.  We are well 
into the TAKS season in our upper grades and 
students are rising to the occasion.  We have 
completed testing for the first round of fifth grade 
reading and math as well as fourth grade writing.  
In observing students while they worked, it was 
obvious they were well prepared and gave it their 
best effort.  Results for our fifth graders should 
arrive shortly after the Good Friday holiday.  We 
will receive results for our fourth grade writing in 
May.  Our next round of testing will be April 26-
29th.  This will be the Reading and Math TAKS 
for third and fourth as well as the Science TAKS 
for fifth graders.  We greatly appreciate your help 
and understanding regarding our “No Visitor” 
policy during testing days.  
 
In an effort to keep the parents and community of 
Rennell Elementary informed, I am providing a 
brief description of the rather complicated process 
used to rate schools.  School ratings are based on 
the performance of target groups.  In order for a 
target group to count, there must be at least thirty 
students in that group.  The smaller the target 
group is, the more significant each student’s score 
in that group becomes.   
 
All schools receive a score for the group called 
“All Students.”  Diverse schools have additional 
target groups.  The more diverse a school is, the 
more target groups they have.  For example, 
Rennell has four target groups in addition to the 
overall target group called “All Students”.  In each 
subject area, the school has a score for each of 
these target groups.  At Rennell, that means we 
have scores for five target groups for Math and 
Reading (in third, fourth, and fifth,) and four  

 
target groups for Science and Writing.  When the 
state is calculating the rating for a school, they 
average each target group’s score for all of the 
grade levels.  Rennell receives five scores for our 
overall reading and math, and four scores for 
writing, and science performance.  In reading and 
math, these scores are the combination of third, 
fourth, and fifth grade.  Writing is only fourth 
grade, so there are no other scores averaged in.  
The same is true for the fifth grade science test.   
 
 In the Texas Rating System, a school is rated 
only as high as its’ lowest target group.  This 
means that one target group in the combined 
Reading, Math scores, or in one of the target area 
of Science or Writing could influence the rating 
for the overall school, no matter how high the 
other scores are.   
 
In order to be rated “Exemplary” a school must 
score in the 90% or better category AND have 
25% “Commended Performance”.  Commended 
Performance means that a student’s score reflects 
that they have missed only two to three 
(depending on the test and grade level) questions 
on any given test.   
 
We anticipate a strong performance with all 
groups, but felt that the information regarding 
how ratings are determined would be very 
beneficial to our parents and community when 
understanding school ratings for Rennell and 
other schools throughout the state. 
 
 
Sincerely,    

Leslie Thomas 
 
 



COUNSELOR CORNER 

Guidance Lessons and 
Small Group Lessons: 
 
Classroom guidance lessons 
regarding strategies to 
reduce test stress have been completed in 
3rd, 4th and 5th grades. Instead of regularly 
meeting groups for small group counseling, I 
have been meeting with 3rd, 4th and 5th 
graders in groups for intensive instruction and 
practice with strategies to reduce stress 
during tests.  
 
Mrs. Shepherd taught the Project Safety 
lessons in March, in which students 
discussed the difference between tattling 
about small problems and reporting serious 
problems that involve dangerous or illegal 
activities. Students were also told that when a 
smaller problem becomes persistent and 
frequent in spite attempts to solve it 
themselves, the problem has become a more 
serious problem and the student needs to 
seek adult help by reporting the situation.  
 
Ideas for Parents to Help 
Children learn how to solve 
‘small conflicts’ with peers 
 
Children, like adults, do 
argue and get angry or hurt in their 
relationships from time to time. Encourage 
your children to talk with you about friends, 
classmates, teammates, etc. When they 
share peer conflict situations, if the problem is 
serious, dangerous, do let school personnel 
know what is going on (or coaches etc if the 
conflict is outside of school). If it is less 
serious, help your child determine ways to 
solve the problem. The most common types 
of problem are teasing, facial expressions that 
hurt the child’s feelings, changing of 
relationships, or wanting to play with 
someone whom they are not playing with. 
While we usually tell a child to ignore teasing, 
that is hard to do without the hurt or anger 

showing on one’s face. I find it more effective 
to train a child to calmly, nonchalantly say, 
“So” and move on to another friend, place or 
activity. An excellent, fun book that helps 
children understand and believe in this 
practice is the Little Bill book, “The Meanest 
Thing to Say” (by Bill Cosby). Children tell 
me there is also a DVD with the same title 
and story. I model calm versus angry versus 
‘whiny’ inflections of saying ‘so’ and we 
discuss why the last 2 voice tones don’t 
work. Then we practice with them teasing me 
while I calmly say “so” until they run out of 
teasing statements or insults to say. Then I 
do the teasing statements while they say ‘so’ 
calmly in response. I have had an almost 
100% success rate reported by children 
when they use this strategy. A more 
advanced book is called, “Simon’s Hook” (by 
Karen Gedig Burnett and Laurie Barrows). It 
is also a very fun, engaging story, which 
gives 5 general strategies and many 
examples for handling teasing. I recommend 
using Simon’s Hool later, after your child has 
learned (and used) the ‘so’ technique. Both 
books are excellent resource for stimulating 
discussion and the learning of strategies to 
handle teasing. 
 
Middle School 
Course Registration 
 
Registration sheets (purple) to register for 
preferred electives were sent home with 
each 5th grader in March. Remind your child 
to turn that in now, if they have not already 
done so. Other letters have gone home with 
some students regarding core courses; these 
are due April 15. In May a course verification 
letter will be sent home with every student. 
Together look over the letter to be sure the 
courses listed are the courses you and your 
child desire. If you have any questions, call 
281-213-1533 and ask for 
me.  
 
Cheryl Schindler, Counselor 
Rennell Elementary School 



From the Counselors’ Office: 
How PARENTS Can Help Their Children 

to SHOW 
Any Test What They KNOW! 

 

1. Encourage your child 
with positive 
statements so they 
know you believe in them. 

 “You have been working hard all year to learn 
what you need to know for the test all year. 
You will do fine.” 

 “I believe in you.”                           
 “I’m proud of your hard work.” 
 “You will do well on the test.”   

 
2.  Let your child tell you what 
Relaxation Strategies help them 
when they are nervous or tired so 
they can work DILIGENTLY from the 
1st Question through the Middle 
Questions to the Last Question. 
Examples are below: 
 Deep, Slow Breathing 
 Tighten and Relax legs and 

arms       
 Cross arms and/or legs, 
 Hug themselves 
 Roll neck 
 
3.  Feed them a good meal the night 
before and at breakfast and remind 
them to drink water during the 
test. 
 Brains need to be fed and watered 

to work their best. 
 
4.  Make sure they go to bed early 
and get a good night’s sleep. 
 Brains need rest to work 

diligently on any test, 
especially a long one or a 
difficult one.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mother/Son Tea  
May 20th we are having our first ever 
Mother/Son Tea from 7:30‐9:00. It will be 
come and go. We will have more details for 
you soon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We will not have any visitors on the 
following dates due to TAKS Testing: 

 
April 26th  
April 27th  
April 28th  

 
 

DATES TO 
REMEMBER 
April 22 Student/Staff Holiday 
May 5th Book Fair Family Night 
May 11th Author visit- Kazu Kibuishi  
  For 3rd, 4th, & 5th Grade 
May 10th Texas Road House 
May 20th Camp Read-A-Lot 
 
 
News You 
Can Use 
If you would like more information on any 
of the following subjects, please refer to the 
attachments: 

・ Student Transfers 

・ Dance Fever Permission Slip 

・ Peam All-Star Extravaganza 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Rennell Elementary would 
like to thank the following 
restaurants for their generous 
donation of a wonderful 
luncheon for our staff. Please 
help us show our appreciation 
by thanking these restaurants 
when you visit them. 
 

 

Newk’s 
25712 Northwest Freeway, Suite A 
Cypress, TX 77429                                  
281-758-1300                                           
 

 
Goode Company  
20102 Northwest Freeway 
Houston, TX 77065 
832-678-3562 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rennell Elementary would 
like to thank HEB for their 
generous donation to our 
school. Please help us show 
our appreciation by thanking 
HEB when you visit them. 
 
 

 

 
HEB 
24224 Northwest Freeway 
Cypress, TX 77429 
281-758-1100 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



            
 
 
 
 
 
Dear RedHawk Families, 
 
Thank you all for your participation in our First Annual 
Spring Fling.  Thank you to Yserdia (Nina) Moore and her 
fabulous team of volunteers who were able to put together 
and exciting event that our RedHawks enjoyed!  The 
weather was perfect and the kids had so much fun seeing 
not only their friends, but their teachers and principals, all 
while playing games and enjoying the outdoor activities!  
Thank you all the families who donated items for the event, 
who volunteered time to help in any way, and who brought 
out their families to enjoy the activities!   
 
Thank you to all who came out to celebrate Spirit Night at 
Smashburger!  It was great to see the restaurant filled with 
so many RedHawk families.  Smashburger presented the 
PTO with a check for $331!   
 
It’s April, which means it’s time for the PTO to begin 
planning for NEXT year!  PTO nominations are currently 
underway and we need you!  Without your faithful 
volunteering this year, we could not have had so many 
successful events.  Please review the forms that were sent 
home last week and consider any ways you might be able 
to help the PTO next year.  Some of the positions require 
very little time at the school, and can be done from home.  
In addition to the positions listed on the forms, we are also 
looking for one or two people who are interested in some 
light data entry at the beginning of the school year, to help 
organize and maintain our database.  If this is something 
that interests you, please make a note on either of the 
forms and return!  Don’t have time to commit alone, 
consider a co‐chair.  Find a friend and make the 
commitment together!  Just fill out the form and mention 
your co‐chair.  Currently, our Executive Board and 
committee chairs are made up of people who work full 
time, work part time, as well as those who stay at home.  
We also have positions that are already co‐chair positions 
and would be happy to add more!  If you have questions 
about any position, how much time it truly requires, or any 
other question you may have, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Molly Speciale at rennellpto@gmail.com.  
 
Be on the look out for information about school supplies 
and Summer Spirit Nights.  Over the summer, we will keep 
updated on Facebook- Rennell Elementary PTO and our 
website- www.rennellpto.com  
 
RedHawks on the Rise! 
 
Molly Speciale 
Rennellpto@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

A Note from your VIPS Coordinators… 

Thank you Rennell volunteers!! Your hard work and 
dedication to our students at Rennell Elementary is 
greatly appreciated. You are the BEST!  For those of 
you that have volunteered over 25 hours, you have a 
plastic name tag and lanyard in the Rennell Front 
Office. Use of the nametag/lanyard expedites the 
check-in process and is a little way to recognize you 
for your service.  

 Please don’t forget to log your volunteer hours on V-
Soft (www.v-volunteer.com). If you have set up an 
account already, then you know it is easy to input the 
hours that you are volunteering at Rennell and 
throughout the district. If you are not registered, it is 
easy to do so once you have signed on to PTO 
Manager (www.PTOmanager.com). Let us know if 
you need help (Merry Queen or Dee Siscoe at 
Rennellvips@gmail.com). Remember, information is 
carried over each year so please keep your address, 
phone, etc. current.  

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month!  And, we 
do appreciate you and all that you do for our children. 
You will notice little appreciation gifts (candy, notes, 
prizes…) throughout the month when you come to 
Rennell to volunteer. It is just a small way for us to 
say THANK YOU! 

Thanks again for everything you do to make Rennell 
Elementary exceptional for our children!   

Merry and Dee 

 
 
 
 



Attention 2nd 
grade Parents, 
 
The SRC needs help 
making more Fossil Cakes 
for the 2nd graders.  If you have a few hours 
and would like to go with a friend please let 
me know.  It works best with 2 or 3 people and 
they have morning and afternoon times 
available. 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Skirm 
marye@skirm.com  
SRC Chairman 

 
 
 

Hello RedHawk Parents, 
 
I cannot believe it, but this year is almost over.  We 
are getting the school supply list finished up for next 
year and will send home a flyer when they are ready 
to order.  It will be online ordering again this year.  
We will also have updates on the Facebook page and 
Rennell PTO website. 
 
Please be on the lookout for Original Works magnets 
that will be coming home with your child in the next 
couple of weeks.  There will be an information packet 
also.  The magnet is so you can see what their artwork 
will look like before you buy anything.  Please 
remember to send the magnet back to school if you 
decide not to buy it. 
 
Also, keep checking the Rennell PTO website and 
Facebook over the summer for any events that come 
up.  We will try to have a few Spirit Nights during the 
summer for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Thank you for your time and support this year, 
Mary Skirm 
VP Minor Fundraising 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Remember we have our Texas Roadhouse Night for 
Rennell the second Tuesday of each month. It is a 
fun time for the family and kids eat free. Roadhouse 
will donate 10% to our school. So come out and 
support Rennell. 

 
 

Target  

Rennell is now entered in Target’s system 
for REDcard - Take Charge of Education.  
Rennell will receive 5% back of purchases 
made by participating REDcard holders. 
So if you shop at Target remember to 
support Rennell. 
  
Here is the information; 
Target.com/TCOE 
then click on get the tools 
our ID # 152149 
 

                 
            Rennell Elementary has been 
entered in the back to school 
program from Randalls.  
 

 Our info is as follows: 
School ID    5000022702  
School 
Name  

 Rennell 
Elementary  

 



HOMEROOM ACTIVITIES     
Our End of Year parties are just around the corner!  Mark your calendars for May 27th.   
 
Party times 
 
Pre K (AM) 3rd grade and 4th grade – 11:15 – 11:45 
Pre K (PM), Kindergarten, 1st grade,  2nd grade and Life Skills – 1:15-1:45 
 
The Homeroom Parents will be contacting Homeroom Helpers soon to plan the parties.  If you would like to 
help, please contact your Homeroom Parent.  The Homeroom Parents are listed below.  
 
 
Life Skills 
Dante    Paula Rasmussen      prasmussen75@hotmail.com 
Rahman    Rob Gonzales      roblor2003@yahoo.com.sg 
Pre-K 
Hoffman – am Rokhsana Jafri   rokz1@hotmail.com 
Hoffman-pm Danielle Santamaria  flaca11605@yahoo.com 
Kindergarten 
Culver   Kelly McGeath   kmcgeath@yahoo.com 
Getschmann Melissa Melvin   Melissa.melvin@gmail.com 
Puente  Bree Ann Cook   blessedby3@ymail.com 
Graf  Denise Cox   dcox72@comcast.net 
Smith  Ashley Hutchinson  ashleyrhutchison@earthlink.net 
Qualls  Kara Russell   kara.m.russell@gmail.com 
Taylor  Ruby Salgado   rrs465@aol.com 
1st Grade 
Baker  Amy Mitchell   amy27mitchell@gmail.com 
Coughlin  Gauri Kavra   gaurikaura@rediffmail.com 
Gabriel  Christin Nobles   mchristinnobles@yahoo.com 
Hartzler  Janea Dennis   janeadennis@att.net 
Malone  Christy Kliafas   alexkliafas@sbcglobal.net 
Rodriguez Jennifer Keene   jenkeene@gmail.com 
Yang  Michele George   mjsp.george@att.net 
2nd Grade 
Harper  Leah Spurlock   leah.spurlock@comcast.net 
Johnson  Sitrina Davis   sitrina@yahoo.com 
Jones  Kavitha Antharved  kgadapa@sbcglobal.net 
Marks  Sonia Tolkov   stolkov@tolkov.net 
Nelius  Becca Manuel   beccamanuel@gmail.com 
Smith  Beth Patterson   bethapatterson@gmail.com 
Truncali  Angela Eglinger   angelasjax@aol.com 
3rd Grade 
Barger  Kristi Brashears   kristi.brashears@staples.com 
Fernandez Tamara Briscoe   tee2388@yahoo.com 
Hollins  Annie Singer   aqsinger2000@hotmail.com 
Knight  Virna Zela   virna_zela@live.com 
Lambert  Lorrie Gonzales   lorriegonzales@yahoo.com 
McKenna Robin Johnson   rojohnso@hotmail.com 
4th Grade 
New  Kim Goodall   kim_goodall@yahoo.com 
Lockhandwala Janice Anderson   janderson039@comcast.net 
Dupre  .Rebecca Langen   beccalangen@att.net 
Cutbirth  Gladynel Rodriguez  jarb1961@comcast.net 
Buentello Vivian Duque   vduque@comcast.net 
Little  Cassandra Moses  cassandram@flash.net 
5th Grade 
Please contact Heather Kelly at heather.kelly@att.net if you would like to help with 5th grade year end 
activities…. 
 
THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR HOMEROOM PARENTS!  Your time and talents help our teachers and 
our students!  YOU make our school extra special!  THANK YOU! 
 
Tammy Thiel 
VP Homeroom Activities 
281-304-9721 
tammythiel@earthlink.net  



 

Student Transfers 2011‐2012 
TRANSFER PERIOD: April 1st – June 1st 

 

NEW REQUESTS 
 

OPEN CAMPUSES 
Parents/Guardians, who are interested in transferring their child to a school other than the 
home campus, please visit www.cfisd.net (click on “Departments” and “Admissions”) on or 
after April 1, 2011. A list of open campuses and the 2011‐2012 transfer request form will be 
posted and will also be available in the registrar’s office on all campuses. A limited number of 
schools will have a limited number of designated openings for transfer students. 
 
Transfer request forms will only be accepted April 1st – June 1st. Transfers will be 
approved on a first come, first serve basis.  There is a non‐refundable fee that must be 
submitted with the transfer application. The district does not provide bus transportation for 
transfer students. Transfer students in grades nine through twelve generally are ineligible to 
participate in varsity athletics for one year from the first day of attendance at the requested 
campus. 
 
CHILDREN OF DISTRICT EMPLOYEES 
Full‐time district employees, who are eligible to receive benefits, may transfer their child to 
most schools in the district. Employees must submit a transfer request form, a non‐refundable 

fee, and verification of employment. Transfer request forms will only be accepted April 1st 
– June 1st. 
 

RENEWALS 
For students who are currently on a transfer for 2010‐2011 and 

 who are eligible to renew their transfer for 2011‐2012 
 

In April, a transfer renewal form will be mailed to the home address of all students who are 

eligible for renewal. The deadline to submit a transfer renewal form is June 1, 2011. 
There is a non‐refundable fee that must be submitted with the transfer renewal form. The 
district does not provide bus transportation for transfer students.  
 

Questions about student transfers? Please visit www.cfisd.net (click on 
“Departments” and “Admissions”) or contact a campus registrar. You may also 

call the Office of Student Admissions, Attendance and Transfers at 281‐517‐6342. 
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Memo 
       Superintendent 

 

To: Mary Evans          
 Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of Commerce 

From: David Anthony, Ed.D. 

Date: March 24, 2011 

Re: Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day 

As in previous years and in conjunction with other Region IV school districts, Cypress-
Fairbanks ISD will not participate in the “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day” 
which is scheduled as a national event for April 28, 2011. 

The district will participate in “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day” on 
Wednesday, June 8, 2011. 

Principals are asked to include the attached information in their next parent 
communication.  We would appreciate it if you would share this information with the 
Chamber members.  Please call if you have any questions. 

/dlb 

Attachments: (English and Spanish) 

cc: Board of Trustees  
        DST Team 
        Principals                                          
 

 


